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METHODS 
Expected results
Based on the findings from previous research studies, it is expected that the number of homeless cats in unprotected areas is more than that of protected areas. Most cats in the protected areas that are found to roam freely are often stray cats that have just left their homestead (Doherty, Bengsen & Davis, 2015). Being that our area lacks shelters for homeless cats, it is expected that very many cats; more than hundreds in 1.6KM shall be captured, and marked before being set free again. 

The project may succeed in collecting funds for the medication and building of a shelter for homeless cats. However, the project may take longer than expected because homeless cats are wild. Thus, capturing them will be difficult.  As many people do not find value in taming homeless cats, the success of this project is yet to be determined. 

Type of data needed

The type of data that shall be collected during this research project shall be both categorical and qualitative. Categorical data shall involve the collection of the characteristics of various stray cats as demographic details (Creswell & Creswell, 2017). These include collecting details like the gender of the cat, the location where it was collected from, the color of the cat, and the type of cat. Besides, data on the mating behavior of feral cats shall be collected. In gender, cats shall be distinguished as either male or female. In the details about the location of the cat, the areas shall be classified as either protected or free areas without coyotes.  The color portion shall be open-ended and based on classifying tools; the type of cat shall be identified. This qualitative data is important in determining the kind of structures and equipment we need for our project. 

Quantitative data shall also be required for our research to be complete and effective.  In these types of data, some key details that are needed include the number of female feral cats compared to male feral cats; the total number of cats collected from protected areas as compared to those from free areas. Moreover, numerical data about the types of cats collected shall also be required. The numerical data shall help in classifying the extent of the problem of feral cats. Through the collection of quantitative data, we can approximate the financial demands of our project. 

Appropriate Methods

Various statistical methods, both qualitative and quantitative shall be employed in the course of our research project. Infrared camera surveys shall be used to collect data about population abundance of feral cats. The cameras shall be stationed in different places in our research area. The data collected shall be converted into densities with aid of the GPS tracking. 

Questionnaires shall be administered to the people in our research area. These questionnaires shall contain both open-ended and close-ended questions which participants shall be expected to voluntarily fill in without their actual identification (Taylor, Bogdan & DeVault, 2015). 

Observation shall also be an essential tool for collecting data for this study. Data like the gender of the cat, its color, the area where the cat has been found shall be collected using this tool. Differentiating between cats that have already been neutered from those that have not been neutered shall also make use of observation. 

Moreover, focus groups can be used. This shall be mainly in the protected areas whereby security guards shall be the key participants to give information about feral cats.

Lastly, interviews shall be used to collect data from the elderly. As they have inhabited the area over prolonged periods, they shall help us in collecting information about the history of feral cats and where to find them. In addition to that, they shall help us discover the trend in the population and behavior of feral cats.  
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